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TO SOLVE MATCHING SENTENCE ENDING QUESTIONS: 

For this type of task, you need to understand how the idea are linked within the reading passage. 

This task tests your logical ability as well as your understanding of grammar. The entire passage 

needs detailed reading and understanding of cohesive devices. There are several ways of linking 

ideas in a text. Look at the following examples: the findings, as a result..., however...., These 

questions are commonly asked and account for about 3-4 marks in each passage. Mostly students 

prefer to solve them later since they need to understand the entire passage well. With our tips & 

practise papers we are sure you’re going to enjoy solving such question and get correct answers  

GUIDELINES TO SOLVE: 

1. Skim read the entire passage to get the overall idea of the passage. (5 min) 

2. Understand what kind of information is given in each paragraph. You can give headings to 

each paragraph for your self-understanding. This way it’s easy for you to locate the paragraph 

which contains the information asked and also to link the ideas together. 

3. Read the first statement given for the Matching sentence ending questions. 

4. Underline the relevant part of the statement to help you locate your answer. 

5. Scan the passage and locate the information in the sentence beginnings. 

6. The words mentioned in the question are directly taken from the passage so locating them 

shouldn’t be that difficult. They can even use synonyms and paraphrases to test your 

knowledge of grammar. 

7. Carefully read the relevant part of the passage, and then choose the best sentence ending.  

8. Spend less than 1 min to analyse each statement. 

 

 

 

 

Let’s look at the application of the above-mentioned guidelines for 

the following passage below. 
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Practice Reading 1.1 
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Complete each sentence with the correct ending, A-I, below. 

Write the correct letter, A-I. The TWO questions below are solved for you.  

1. Disapene scale insects feed on 

2. Neodunetia sangawani ate 

3. Leaf-eating hispides blighted 

4. An Argentinian weevil may be successful in wiping out 

5. Salvinia molesta plagues 
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A. Forage grass 

B. Rice fields 

C. Coconut trees 

D. Fruit trees 

E. Water hyacinth 

F. Parthenium weed 

G. Brazilian beetles 

H. Grass-scale insects 

I. Larval parasites 

 

Solved Examples: 

 

1. Disapene scale insects feed on __________.  

Disapene scale insects are mentioned in Paragraph I which talks about the use of biological 

control by CIBC on parasites. The answer can be traced from the following sentence, ‘CIBC 

is also perfecting the technique for breeding parasites that prey on ‘disapene scale’ insects – 

notorious defoliants of fruits trees in the US and India.’ Here the synonym used for the word 

defoliants in the question is to feed on. This indicates that the correct sentence ending for the 

above statement is fruit trees that is Option D 

 

2. Neodunetia sangawani ate ___________ 

Neodunetia sangawani insect is mentioned in Paragraph J. The answer can be traced from 

the following sentence, ‘A natural predator indigenous to India, Neodunetia sangawani, was 

found useful in controlling Rhodes grass-scale insect that was devouring forage grass in 

many parts of the US.’ The parasite was useful in controlling Rhodes grass-scale insect means 

that the parasite feeds on it. This indicates that the correct sentence ending for the above 

statement is grass-scale insect that is Option H 
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Practice Exercises 1.1 

Complete each sentence with the correct ending, A-I, below. 

Write the correct letter, A-I. 

 

1. Disapene scale insects feed on 

2. Neodunetia sangawani ate 

3. Leaf-eating hispides blighted 

4. An Argentinian weevil may be successful in wiping out 

5. Salvinia molesta plagues 

J. Forage grass 

K. Rice fields 

L. Coconut trees 

M. Fruit trees 

N. Water hyacinth 

O. Parthenium weed 

P. Brazilian beetles 

Q. Grass-scale insects 

R. Larval parasites 
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Practice reading 1.2 
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Practice Exercises 1.2 

Complete each sentence with the correct ending, A-G, below. 

Write the correct letter, A-G. 

1. One of the brain’s most difficult tasks is to  

2. Because of the language they have developed, humans 

3. Individual responses to humour 

4. Peter Derks believes that humour 

 

 

A. React to their own 

thoughts. 

B. Helped create language in 

humans. 

C. Respond instantly to 

whatever is happening. 

D. May provide valuable 

information about the 

operation of the brain. 

E. Cope with difficult 

situations. 

F. Relate to a person’s 

subjective views. 

G. Led our ancestors to smile 

and then laugh. 
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ANSWER KEY 

EXERCISE 1.1 

1. D 

2. H 

3. C 

4. E 

5. B 

 EXERCISE 1.2 

1. C 

2. A 

3. F 

4. D 
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